
Minutes of Kensington Maintenance Assessment District Subcommittees (KMADs) 

August 26, 2015 at Copley YMCA on El Cajon Bl.  

Attendees: 

Kensington Heights: Don Taylor, William Adair, DeLayne Harmon, Shannon Kelly,  

Kensington Manor: Don Taylor, Jim Anderson, Jan Bart, Priscilla Berge 

Kensington Park North: Don Tayor, Stephanie Contos, Kevin Kelly 

Talmadge Park North: Don Taylor, Brock Allen, Bill Bamberger, Terry Frey 

Talmadge Park South: Don Taylor, Darlene Love 

Absent: 

Kensington Heights: Ken Baer 

Talmadge Park South: Marilyn Sanderson 

Meeting began at 7:00 pm 

Approximately ten members of the public were in attendance. 

GENERAL UPDATES 

1. Don Taylor met with City Staff regarding the Electrical Charges for the MADs. It appears that the calculated 

electrical charge totals are correct, but some of the mechanisms for fund transfers need work. It was a very 

positive meeting, and City Staff will be getting back to him.  

2. Staff also mentioned that they are going to review the maintenance aspect to ensure there are no similar fund 

transfer issues.  

TALMADGE PARK SOUTH CIRCUIT UPGRADE 

1. Trenching for lights is complete (52) except for (4) lights at the top of circuit #4   - These lights are on East 

Talmadge Dr.  They found rocky soil that did not allow for trenchless technology; and the alternative open 

trench is not allowed until Feb 9, 2017 (5 years from original overlay of road surface).  

2. Darlene forwarded a concern from one homeowner about some broken glass and old wiring left by contractors. 

Don Taylor contacted the Staff person heading this project and City Staff will get in touch with the contractors.  

3. The rest of the lights are in the process of being energized. The change from the dimmer sodium yellow lights to 

the brighter induction white light concerned some of the home owners. The same process took place in 

Talmadge a few years ago, and it did take time for homeowners to adjust to this new lighting. At least in 

Talmadge, the vast majority of homeowners are now satisfied with the new lights. 

4. City Staff indicated there may be an option for changing the lights from induction to LED lights. [Following the 

Subcommittee meeting, City Staff stated that this will not be possible as part of the upgrade in Talmadge Park 

South or Kensington Manor] 

KENSINGTON HEIGHTS MAINTENANCE 

presented by Bill Adair 

1. Light Post at Marlborough and Bedford is still missing the lantern top. Bill is working with City Staff on this 

repair.  

2. Order for Electrical Covers – City has Purchase Order for the 5 covers. The City’s Fabrication Team will be using 

one of the new covers as a template to see if these can be produced at less cost in-house.  



3. City Staff contacted Wesco, vendor for Union Metal (original design). The Union Metal schematic returned was 

similar but not identical to the original design. The Wesco quote was for the posts (without the Lantern top).  

[Following meeting Bill Adair sent schematic of original Empire Lantern post to City Staff for comparison to 

current quote] 

ADDITIONAL LIGHT POST REQUESTS FOR  

KENSINGTON MANOR AND KENSINGTON PARK NORTH 

1. The Street Department recognizes that these areas need more street lights, but it is not a current priority. 

Therefore, the request for new street lights as part of the circuit upgrade was denied.  

KENSINGTON MANOR CIRCUIT UPGRADE 

1. Circuit Upgrade is out for bid and the project could begin before the end of this year. 

2. Don Taylor received one request for a light post on Norfolk between Kensington Dr. and Marlborough, which 

Ken Manor MAD already addressed.  

STREET LIGHT POST COLOR CHOICES 

1. After some discussion, there was a consensus to have each KMAD vote independently on color choice. 

2. During the discussion, only light gray appeared to have general support and moved forward to a vote by each 

MAD. DeLayne Harmon stated that light gray was very generic. Therefore, there was a consensus that a 

reasonable effort would be made to try for a historically consistent light-gray color.   

3. There was also a consensus among the KMADs with Marbelite Posts (Ken Park North, Ken Manor, Tal Park North 

and Tal Park South) that any new or current unpainted posts shall remain unpainted, except for the photocell 

sleeve/collar, until further information regarding whether posts were original left unpainted in the 1920s and 

how not painting posts will affect maintenance and cohesive look of the neighborhood.  

ACTION ITEMS – Paint color: 

1. Recommend to the KTPG that a Light Gray paint color for all Kensington Heights light posts (existing and new): 

Unanimous in Favor. 

2. Recommend to the KTPG that a Light Gray paint color for existing painted posts in Kensington Park North. Do 

not paint any newly installed Marbellite posts: Unanimous in Favor 

3. Recommend to the KTPG that a Light Gray paint color for existing painted posts in Talmadge Park North. Do not 

paint any newly installed or currently unpainted Marbellite posts: Unanimous in Favor 

4. Recommend to the KTPG that a Light Gray paint color for existing painted posts in Talmadge Park South. Do not 

paint any newly installed or currently unpainted Marbellite posts: Unanimous in Favor 

5. Recommend to the KTPG that a Light Gray paint color for existing painted posts in Kensington Manor - IN Favor: 

Jim Anderson; Jan Bart – Opposed: Priscilla Berge 

6. Recommend to the KTPG that paint shall not be used on any newly installed or currently unpainted Marbellite 

posts: Unanimous in Favor (Priscilla Berge stating she does not want any of the posts in Kensington Manor 

painted) 

    

KENSINGTON MANOR LIGHT/PRIORITIES 

Background: Current CIP Budget of $20,000 and there is the possibility of a small grant from Marti Emerald’s Office. 

 



ACTION ITEMS - Priorities: 

1. Recommend to KTPG that first priority be to use funds to replace existing posts with Aegean Acorn posts at 4118 

Rochester (unadorned straight pole), 4191 Rochester (cobra) and 4134 Lymer (unadorned straight pole) as part 

of the Kensington Manor circuit upgrade: Unanimous in Favor. 

2. Recommend to KTPG as second priority to use funds to add an Aegean Acorn post at the end of the cul-de-sac of 

Norfolk Terrace: Unanimous in Favor. 

3. Recommend to KTPG as a third priority to add utility cobra lights (possibly attached to utility poles) on 42nd 

street at an estimated cost of $2,500 each: Unanimous in Favor  

KENSINGTON PARK NORTH LIGHTS/PRIORITIES 

BACKGROUND: Budget $15,000, possible grant from Marti Emerald’s office. 

ACTION ITEMS - Priorities 

1. Recommend to KTPG as first priority that only subsurface electrical infrastructure is used for street lights in 

Kensington Park North, with the possible exception of 42nd Street for utility lighting: Unanimous in Favor  

2. Recommend to KTPG that as a second priority that a 10 ft. Aegean Acorn post be installed near the property line 

between 4709 and 4715 Edgeware Rd. (light post number 239): Unanimous in Favor 

3. Recommend to KTPG that as a third priority two cobra lights be installed on 42nd Street at a cost of $2,500 each, 

even if those are attached to existing utility poles: Unanimous Opposed (Before the vote: Stephanie Contos 

indicated that she wanted all funds to go toward historic lights on streets other than 42nd Street. Kevin Kelly 

expressed concern about leaving 42nd unlit) 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

 

 

 


